
  
 The holiday season can be a special time for children 
of all ages.  But amid the holiday rush, it can be hard for 
parents, let alone children, and adolescents.  It is important 
to remember that the holidays are a time to teach, to build 
traditions and to celebrate together. 
 

 Provide opportunities for children to give of 
themselves.  It is important for children to learn that 
holidays are about giving rather than getting. 
 

 Take time for your family; have fun.  Holidays are 
family time.  Create a happy atmosphere doing what your 
family loves the most.  Bake, read aloud, sled, make gifts 
together, look at family photos.  Whatever it is, don’t let the 
hustle and bustle of the holidays make you grouchy. 
 

 Build and carry on family traditions.  Traditions 
become memories and common memories tie family members 
together through the years.  Traditions are built of little 
things joyfully repeated each year. 
 

 Serve as a model.  Children learn by observing.  They 
need us to serve as models.  Are we thinking about others 
during the busy holiday season?  Are we stressed out by 
shopping and entertaining?  Have we ourselves lost touch 
with what the holiday means to us?   
 

 Laugh with your children; hug them; and celebrate with 
them.  During the holiday season, remember to take time to 
enjoy your greatest gifts-your children. 
 

 The staff here at Raymond School hope that this is 
the most wonderful time of the year for you and your family!   
   
Educationally yours, 
Mrs. Danel J. Behrends-Harr    
Principal 

December 2019 
and  

January 2020 

December Events 

 12/2 Elf on the 
Shelf Arrives 

 12/13 Cookie Day 

 12/16 Spirit Day-
Pajama Day 

 12/16 Santa Visit 

 12/20 Christmas 
Program                                         
AM Class 10:30  
PM Class 2:30 

 12/21-1/6       
Winter Break 

January Events 

 1/1  2020 Arrives 

 1/7 School         
Resumes 

 1/17 Lunch Bunch 
for PM Rookies 

 1/20 No School-
MLK Day 

 1/24 Spirit Day-
Disney Day 

 1/24 ABC Event  
@ YWCA 

 1/30 Screenings         

 

Danel J. Behrends-Harr, Principal 
Cindy Humphrey, Administrative Assistant 
Erin Steers-Office Assistant 

"Our Raymond Rookies are Safe, Kind and Responsible" 
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It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year!  



Raymond Christmas Program 
Friday, December 20th   

This is truly the most wonderful time of the year.   
All of us at Raymond School believe that the best way to 

spread Christmas cheer is to sing loud for all to hear. 
Students will be singing holiday songs with their class  

and we invite you to this exciting event on   
Friday, December 20th. 

AM classes will perform at 10:30 and PM classes will perform at 2:30 
*Doors will open 15 minutes prior to the start of the performance* 

You Better Watch Out, You Better NOT pout,  
Santa Claus is coming to Raymond School!! 

 Monday, December 16th will be an exciting day at Raymond School!  Santa will be 
joining us!  We encourage students to wear their favorite pajamas and prepare for a 
wonderful visit with Santa.   
 Students will have the chance to visit Santa’s workshop and receive a special 
present.  Each child will have an opportunity to sit on Santa’s lap and share their 
wishes.   
 Please talk with you child’s teacher if you do not want your child to participate in 
this activity or if you have any concerns. 

Help-A-Family Project 
 

 Sarah E. Raymond School of Early 
Education has teamed up with the Midwest 
Food Bank to provide food bags once a 
month throughout the school year.   
  
 We recognize that as the holiday 
season is approaching, it is often difficult 
to make ends meet and it is NOT too late 
to sign up to receive our monthly food 
bags. 
 
 If you are interested, please call 
827-0308 and speak with Amanda Bittner. 

If You Need Help…..Just Ask! 
 

 As the weather gets colder 
and children grow, it is often     
difficult to keep them in clothing.   
 We have been fortunate to 
receive some recent donations of 
hats, gloves, coats, socks, and     
underwear.   
 If your Rookie is in need of 
any of the previously mentioned 
items, let us know! We would be 
happy to send some things home. 



  

 
 The teaching line up at Raymond School has continued to focus      
on our Rookie Rules and Winning Ways in all areas of our school.  Our      
Raymond Rookies continue to:  Be Safe, Be Kind, and Be Responsible.  
However, there are times when some of our Rookies need some time to 
think and calm down.   
 The “Dug-Out” is a baseball bean bag placed in a quiet area in the 
classroom.   Rookies know that if they are frustrated or just need a    
moment to regroup, they can go to the “Dug Out” and calm down. 
 It is important to recognize that behavior has meaning.  Likewise,  
it is equally important for children to have the ability to identify,            
understand and communicate  feelings and emotions.  During our weekly 
Second Step lessons, Mrs. Bittner and Puppy have been teaching our  
Raymond Rookies to identify their feelings in their faces and in their 
bodies.  We are teaching the children that all of their feelings are “ok.”   
 Once children are able to identify feelings, then we can help them 
learn how to manage uncomfortable feelings, such as anger or sadness.  
First, we encourage our students to use their voices to say how they  
feel, such as “I feel mad!”  Next, we have started to explore the calm 
down strategies such as using the dug-out, and singing our calm down 
song.    
 Below you will find the words to the calm down song.  This may      
be a song you find useful at home, as well as establishing a quiet spot   
for your Rookie to go to when they are upset.  When students practice 
the same strategies at school and at home, they become better able to              
self-regulate their feelings and behaviors, which  creates a winning     
season for us all!!!   
 

Calm Down Song 
 

Put your hands on your tummy! (repeat, “hands on your tummy”) 
 

Say “Calm Down”…”calm down” 
 

Take a deep breath… 
 

And, count out loud!  (1...2...3...4…) 
 

Feel yourself calm down  
 
 
 

  

Raymond Rookies All Star News 



 

THANK YOU 

Fundraiser 
   
     Thank you to everyone 
who participated in this 
year’s fundraiser.   
     The funds raised will be 
used for our end of the year 
celebration and for our 
weekly PBIS reinforcement 
activities. 

Help-A-Teacher 
   
     A big thank you to all 
of the parents, guardians, 
and  important grown-ups 
that came and helped       
prepare projects for the 
teachers. 
 We appreciate all 
your help during this hectic 
time of year! 

First Book 
  

      First Book is an       
organization that awards    
money to non-profit agencies 
that serve children.   
 Our school was   
awarded a grant again this year! 
The purpose of the grant is to     
purchase books to send home 
with our students. 
 One book has already 
been sent home.  A second   
will be coming home soon and   
several more will be sent home 
next semester. 

Developmental Screenings 
Thursday, January 30th 

 
 We will conduct free developmental     
screenings for children ages birth to five years 
of age.   
 Children ages three to five, found       
eligible, may qualify for one of our programs 
here at Sarah E. Raymond School of Early      
Education. 
   Please call the school office at 827-0308 
if you are interested in having a child screened.   

School Closings 
 Although rare, it is sometimes       
necessary to close school due to winter 
weather conditions.   
 When a decision to close school is 
made, the information will be available on 
the district’s website (www.district87.org) 
and announced on the radio at WJBC AM 
1230.   
 Families will also receive a phone  
call(s) through the automated 
School Messenger system. 

 Calling all Afternoon Rookies…. 
It is Lunch Bunch Time! 

 

 This Lunch Bunch event is for AFTERNOON students and their families. 

 

 You are invited to come and have lunch with us on Friday, January 17th!  
Please bring your child at 12:00, and plan to stay until school begins at 
12:45.  Lunch is provided and will include pizza, fruit, dessert, and a drink.      
We will also have a craft time to make a pennant for your child to take home! 

 

 A flyer will be sent home and reservations are required.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Amanda Bittner at 827-0308. 



REMINDERS LOOKING AHEAD 
February Events 

 February 7th  All School Discovery  
   Museum Field Trip 

 February 14th  Spirit Day- 

   Wear Red or Pink Day 

 February 14th  Sweets with a   
   Sweetheart for  
   AM students 

 February 17th  NO SCHOOL- 

   Presidents’ Day 

 February 24th  Parent Teacher  

   Conference Week Begins 

 February 27th  Spirit Day–  

   Wear Stripes or              
   Dr. Seuss 

 February 27th  End of the 2nd Trimester 

 February 28th  NO SCHOOL– Parent/ 
   Teacher Conference Day 

 
 Be sure to send your child with a backpack    

everyday! 
 
 Please remember to dress your child for 

cold weather.  It is important that they 
have a warm coat, hat, and mittens.  We 
will go outside for gross motor time as  
long as it is a  “feel like” temperature of  
20 degrees or above. 

 
 Students need an extra set of clothes in 

their lockers appropriate for the weather.         
If you have not sent in an extra set of 
cold weather clothing, please do so as  
soon as possible. 

 

Will your child go to kindergarten next 
school year? 

      

     Pre-Registration for kindergarten for the 2020-2021 school year will begin in April.  To be eligible to start 
kindergarten, your child must be 5 years old on or before  September 1st, 2020.  The follow items are required 
to start kindergarten: 

Required Immunizations (done either at your pediatrician’s office or the McLean County Health             
Department): 

 DTaP or DPT booster  
 IPV (Polio) booster 
 2 doses of Varicella (Chickenpox) 
 2nd MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) 

 

Physical dated on or after August 20, 2019 with the following sections completed by the doctor or 
parent as indicated below: 

Diabetic screening on physical form completed by the doctor 
Lead screening results-if you live in the 61701 zip code the results of a lead test and          

the date it was performed must be documented on the physical form 
Health history on physical form completed and signed by parent/guardian 
Physical signed and dated by the doctor 
 

Vision Exam:    Due October 1 5,  2020.   This exam must have been performed by an eye doctor,  not 
your pediatrician.  This exam can be done anytime between now and the  beginning of next school year. 

 

Dental Exam:   Due May 1 5,  2021 .   Raymond School will host a dental clinic in April 2020.           
Permission slips will be sent home.  This exam can be used for the kindergarten exam. 

 

     Physicals and immunizations can be done anytime between now and the beginning of school next year.  We   
encourage you to consider scheduling your appointment now to avoid the rush of summertime physicals and      
immunizations.  If you wait too long, you may find there are no appointments left before school starts.  If your 
child does not have the immunizations or physical done before the first day of school, he or she will be excluded 
from starting school! 
 
Please call or email Nurse Jenny with any questions! 
 

Jenny Strange RN, BSN, PEL-SN 
Sarah E. Raymond School Nurse 
strangej@district87.org 
(309) 827-0308  

mailto:strangej@district87.org

